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ence with the Devil, to help them in such extraor-
dinary cases.

Such a sort of people, it seems, there was among
the Canaanites, that is to say, the Phoenicians; and
the abomination was come to such a height, and
God had borne with it so many ages, that now he
was resolved to drive out those nations, for this
very crime. Now, as there were such people among
the Phoenicians, no doubt but there were such
among the Egyptians too, from whom these people
of Israel came out, and who, though with the first-
born of their children slain in Egypt, the loss of
their army and king in the waters of the Red Sea?
and other calamities, they were reduced low enough.
at the time that we read of them, yet were a strong
and powerful nation, even from the time of Mizraim,
their greatest monarch after Cham.

As they were a powerful and great people, so
they were a wise and learned nation, as wisdom
and knowledge went then in the world; and there-
fore we find, that however the Chaldeans and Ara-
bians boast that they were the first searchers into
the mysteries of wisdom and knowledge, and that.
the first rudiments of the celestial studies were
conceived among them, which yet does not appear
other than in their pretences; yet suppose it, or
suppose we were to grant it, we still find that they
went to Egypt for their practice and encourage-
ment ; that perhaps in Arabia they might drink in
the first knowledge and principles of things ; but
Arabia, a country always poor, and not able to give
encouragement to learning, as we say of a neigh-
bouring country, afforded nothing but the dry study,
they must go further for the improvement of it; In
short, they might stay at home and get knowledge,
but they must go abroad if they would get money.

This was the reason that, as it is at this time
somewhere else, as soon as the poor wretches had
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